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Bright spark Chris now on books at High Technology Lighting

So impressed was a Leeds-based lighting specialist with the winner of its annual design awards that it offered him a job with the company.

A bright future now beckons for Chris Bromfield, 22, following his transition from education to a full-time career in the in-house design department at High Technology Lighting, of Middleton Grove.

Chris was a student in design department at Leeds Metropolitan University when earlier this year winning the “Enlighten Design Competition 2008” run by High Technology Lighting.

He saw off strong competition from 13 other design students in the university’s School of Architecture, Landscape and Design with a bespoke high-end luminaire providing a low energy lighting solution designed for use in prestige residential developments. 

All entries had to incorporate Philips new ‘Touch-dim’ control gear with linear and circular TL5 fluorescent lamps technology.

Chris, from Wood Green in North London, who gained a BA (Hons) 2:1 design degree at Leeds Met, has spent the summer on work experience in the London-based visual merchandising depart of fashion retailer Jaegar.

He has now moved back to Leeds to take up his first job with High Technology Lighting. “I am really excited and looking forward to the challenge of a career in the lighting sector. It’s a dream come true,” enthused Chris.

On day one, he was given the task of designing a light fitting for one of the company’s Scottish clients. 

Chris will also have a major involvement in designing luminaries as part of a government-funded research programme designed to shine the spotlight on - and cut - energy usage across the British construction industry.

High Technology Lighting has been chosen, in the face of strong competition, as the lighting industry’s representative on the flagship one-year sustainable technology project and is working in partnership with the School of the Built Environment at the University of Salford.

Thomas Holgeth, joint managing director at High Technology Lighting, said: “The Enlighten Award, which is always based around an energy efficient source, is purpose-design designed to encourage innovation and raise awareness of the industry sector.

“It also recognises and rewards good ideas and helps identify the potential lighting design stars of the future. Chris fits the bill perfectly and he is already making an impact. Being young, enthusiastic and full of bright ideas, he will be good for us too.”

High Technology Lighting also reports that its 2009 Enlighten Design Competition will soon be open to the latest intake of students in Leeds Metropolitan University’s School of Architecture, Landscape and Design.

Based on the success of the initiative to date, entries are also being invited from other universities across the region.
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Pic caption 1: Bright spark. Chris Bromfield, right, with Thomas Holgeth, joint MD of High Technology Lighting.

Pic caption 2: Chris Bromfield, new kid on the block at High Technology Lighting.
Background information: Established in Leeds in 1982, High Technology Lighting was acquired via a management buyout in 1997 by then senior managers and now joint MDs Graham Kemp and Thomas Holgeth.

The ISO registered company services markets across the UK, Ireland and Europe and since the MBO has seen turnover grow from £1.3 million to almost £3 million.

High Technology Lighting was highly commended in The Lighting Design Awards, 2008, the industry “Oscars.”
Further information:  Robin Moule, Moule Media, on 01756-794027, mobile 07976-559961, e-mail: robin@moulemedia.com
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