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Lighting firm enters new chapter
High Technology Lighting’s success story in the West Yorkshire libraries sector continues.

After completing an installation contract for Bradford Metropolitan Council as part of the £1.1m refurbishment of Keighley Library, the Leeds-based lighting design specialist clinched an order from Calderdale Council to carry out a similar scheme at Brighouse Library, which is currently being revamped. 

It is also engaged in discussions with Bradford Metropolitan Council regarding a further lighting contract involving the restoration of the city’s Manningham Library. Refurbishment work is due to start in the near future.

At Keighley Library, the first Carnegie library in England, High Technology Lighting installed a bespoke modular lighting system, incorporating decorative pendant lights. The project has since been commended in the Bradford District Design Awards 2008.

Pauline Barfield, senior information manager at Keighley Local Studies Library, said figures for increased footfall since the refurbishment were remarkable. In December, 2006, some 15,000 visitors used the library, rising to 19,000 in the same month the following year when improvement works had been completed - an increase of over 25%.

Pauline said: “Feedback about the new-look library has been very positive – it was a dark and dingy place before and is now so airy and clean, with beautiful lighting. It’s a complete transformation – we now have a modern library in an old building, both retaining and enhancing the original architectural features.”

Kevin Foulstone, project manager and interior designer with Bradford Council, said: “The refurbishment was purpose-designed to bring the library into the 21st Century, while paying due respect to the historic importance of the listed building and its status as the first Carnegie Library. The scale and style of the light fittings were well suited to the overall project.”

In Calderdale, a major £600,000-plus refurbishment scheme fronted by the local authority’s Libraries, Arts and Museums Service is taking place at Brighouse Library and the Smith Art Gallery, The Rydings. 
High Technology Lighting’s joint managing director Graham Kemp explained: “Both Keighley and Brighouse Libraries are stunning Edwardian buildings and our brief was to design lighting solutions that were not only eye-catching, but also totally in keeping with these historic properties.

“We view it as our duty to bring such famous buildings back to their former glories in the most sympathetic means possible - to be enjoyed by future generations, as generations before them have done. 

“Our success in this specialist field represents a new chapter in the company’s continuing development.”

ENDS

Pic caption: Let there be light! High Technology Lighting’s Keighley Library installation.

Background information: Established in Leeds in 1982, High Technology Lighting was acquired via a management buyout in 1997 by then senior managers and now joint MDs Graham Kemp and Thomas Holgeth.

The ISO registered company services markets across the UK, Ireland and Europe and since the MBO has seen turnover grow from £1.3 million to almost £3 million.

High Technology Lighting was highly commended in The Lighting Design Awards, 2008, the industry “Oscars.”
Further information:  Robin Moule, Moule Media, on 01756-794027, mobile 07976-559961, e-mail: robin@moulemedia.com
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